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Stokenchurch Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 7.30 pm at Longburrow Hall, Stokenchurch  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Nuthall (Chairman), Cllrs Baker, McNeill, Ramsden, Thomas, Jenkinson, Young, Burnham, Turvey, Bays 
 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS: Cllrs Robert Carrington and Shade Adoh.
 
ACTING CLERK: Councillor V Jenkinson 
 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 9 
 
Acceptance of apologies for absence:  None 
 
 2) Declarations of interest (agenda items)  
Cllr Ramsden item 17 
 
3) Election of Chairman  
Cllr Vicki Nuthall proposed by Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Jenkinson, all in favour. 
 
 4) Election of Vice-Chairman  
Cllr Ramsden proposed by Cllr McNeill, seconded Cllr Jenkinson (majority vote). 
Cllr Bays proposed by Cllr Bays, seconded Cllr Turvey. 
Cllr Thomas proposed by Cllr Burnham, seconded by Cllr Young 
 
5) Council Appointments  
An updated list can be found at the end of the minutes.
 
 6) Open Public Forum - meeting closed by Chair and opened to members of the public 
Parishioner asked for an update on the Longburrow/Park Lane fence situation: Cllr McNeill meeting w/c 12th May. 
 
Same parishioner highlighted the possibility of a Vertical Farming factory being built on Park Lane.  No formal planning notification received by SPC. 
 
Studley Green resident talked about a plot of land not maintained by a Woodview resident and advised of his interest in the land.  Also advised of spurious planning issues in the area, along with Mudds Bank.  Points deliberated with the council, Bucks Councillors and members of the public.  The chair asked the parishioner to send an email to SPC.  
 
An update on the state of Bowling Green Road surface was requested: SPC reported no quotes received to date.  Parishioner advised that some trees need to be cut back to assist mowing and avoid the nearby power line.  
 
Water End resident enquired regarding councillor co-opt due to no one standing at the last election for the area.  SPC advised that the vacancy will be listed shortly. 

Confirmation that Five Oaks is being handled by Cllr Shade Adoh and Cllr Robert Carrington
 
Of note: Best Kept Village competition is 1st June – 14th July 2025.   
 
7) To confirm minutes of 2nd April meeting and the 16th April Extraordinary meeting.  
No comments or observations. 
2nd April minutes Proposer Cllr Baker, seconded Cllr Thomas. 
16th April minutes Proposer Cllr Jenkinson, seconded Cllr Thomas. 
 
8) Buckinghamshire Councillors  
Cllr Adoh thanked the Parish for voting in herself and Cllr Carrington for the new 4-year term, and they are keen to continue their relationship with the Parish.  Cllr Tett will formally step down 31st May.  The new Conservative leader will be Cllr Stephen Broadbent. 
Kings Hotel: They will continue to carry out dynamic risk assessments and note no present direct impact to health.  Cllr McNeill disagreed and asked for this to be addressed.  Cllr Turvey asked for help in making the car park safe and tidy.   
Mudds Bank: Council officers have been to the site based on info from Bucks colleagues and report no services attached to containers: investigation ongoing of use. Thames Water found no evidence, SSE found evidence of prep work.   
Highways: Cllr Nuthall asked for failing road surfaces throughout the village that need total resurfacing, not patching.  Due to traffic being diverted when accidents occur on the M40, we do not experience normal wear and tear on our village roads. 
Crossing beacon and lampposts: Cllr Jenkinson asked for the escalation of the previously reported issue.   
Cllr Adoh asked for all future issues to be reported on Fix My Street.  Once the reference is obtained, pass to Cllrs Adoh/Carrington, then it can be chased.   
 
9) Finance a. Bills Payable for April 2025 b. Monthly Accounts c. Any finance updates  
Bills payable: Cllr Turvey queried the invoice for planters etc, Cllr McNeill advised for Best Kept Village (of note, Stokenchurch finished second last year, marked down to lack of colour). Robin Thomas, seconded Cllr Baker. 
 
Monthly accounts: All in hand and good order with our remote RFO.  
February: Proposer Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Ramsden, abstain Cllr Burnham.   
March: Proposer Cllr Baker, seconded Cllr Jenkinson, abstain Cllr Burnham. 
April: Proposer Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Ramsden, abstain Cllr Burnham. 
 
Finance update: First half of precept received, also £16435 from Community Infrastructure Park Lane, which has been moved to a separate account to be spent on future infrastructure. 
Cllr Nuthall asked the Finance Committee to arrange a quarterly review date as soon as possible. 
 
 10) Adoption of the revised Financial Regulations and Standing Orders as per NALC updates  
Procurement updated from NALC fed into standing orders and adopted.  Cllr Bays advised of some grammatical errors and inaccuracies, i.e. guideline is not clear on what land councillors can inspect.  Cllr Bays will send details to the clerk to report to BALC.  Defer to June agenda. 
 
11) Adoption as new council of the Code of conduct and Civility & Respect pledge  
Chair reminded council of their responsibility to read and understand, especially for new councillors.  Proposed Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Bays. 

12) Staff updates – appointments and training  
New clerk, admin officer and RFO have been appointed and to start 14th May 2025. 
RFO – Derek Wilson
Admin Officer – Tracey Martin
Parish Clerk – Portia Mendy
Well done to all councillors involved in the interview process.   
BALC will carry out Portia’s training. 
 
13) Equipment for new starters  
New staff members need new equipment, i.e laptops etc, as what we have is unsafe/unusable.
Discussed in the council.  Cllr Bays proposed that we agree on a figure and items are purchased as soon as possible.  Amount suggested £1200 and proposed by Cllr Bays seconded Cllr Baker, all agreed. Cllr Jenkinson will contact B Vint for set-up assistance. 
 
14) Kings Hotel  
Thank you again to John Lee for continuing to provide free of charge the fencing around the Kings Hotel. The next court hearing is October 2025.  Cllr Nuthall reiterated to new council colleagues and the public that, unfortunately, we are unable to move this forward or do anything, including tidy up the area or remove the damaged Union Jack flag, as the hotel is a private building.  SPC has taken responsibility for maintaining the hedges, etc, at the front. 
 
15) Mudds Bank  
Cllr Nuthall received pictures of activity at Mudds Bank and had asked the sender to contact Bucks Councillors.  Cllr Nuthall will forward pictures to Cllr Adho and Stephanie at Bucks Planning Enforcement.  According to a parishioner present at the meeting, Stephanie is trying to find out who owns the land. 
 
16) Speed in the village  
TVP have been seen in the village. Cllr Nuthall spoke with Danny O’Driscoll to ask for increased TVP presence.   
Community speedwatch – there are councillors who are now trained, and we hope this will be implemented as soon as possible.  Parishioners are encouraged to use Fix My Street to report dirt bikes, etc, rather than just taking to Facebook.  This is classed as antisocial behaviour, and TVP needs reported statistics and information.   
Add to June agenda.   
 
17) Lease reviews for Medical Centre, Memorial Hall Social Club and Studley Green Community Centre, Busy Bees Day Nursery  
Cllrs Baker and Nuthall meeting with Steven Marshall, owner of the medical centre, regarding rent review. 
Studley Green and Memorial Hall Social Club have received rewritten leases. 
Busy Bees Nursery are aware of an imminent rent review.   
 
18) Finance Committee – date for next meeting request / quarterly review – budget vs year to date  
See point 9. 
 
19) Internal Controls Check Report  
Cllrs O’Neill and Young have worked on internal controls checklist, and everything seems to be ok.  This needs to be carried out on a quarterly basis for our internal governance purposes. 

20) Swilley Pond  
This is in hand and Cllr Nuthall will place a further call to our solicitor regarding the signage, the portacabin structure and non-payment of lease.   
 
21) Allotments – Stokenchurch & Water End  
Water End – Cllr Thomas met with Dan regarding the trees that need attention and the fencing.  He is waiting for a quote.  Cllr Nuthall asked for an update regarding fencing repair volunteering opportunities that had previously been discussed.  Cllr Thomas to report back. 
Stokenchurch – Car damage to hedge – Cllr Thomas to speak to Jonathan Herd regarding repair.   
Cllr Jenkinson asked again for allotment owners not to park on the grass verge as it impacts exit visibility for people leaving the medical centre.  Cllr Ramsden to ask Thomas Hodson for an update regarding posts due to be erected on said verge. 
Cllr Young enquired about the large shed issue.  Cllr Thomas reported he needs to send a formal letter to the owner regarding permitted shed measurements. 
 
22) Litterpick  
Cllr Burnham thanked councillors and parishioners for their efforts and Coffee on the Green for complementary refreshments and a central base from which to operate.  It made a big difference in our community during the Keep Britain Tidy 10th anniversary.  Around 35 bags of litter were collected. Parishioners can still contact the clerk if they want to continue the effort.  It was suggested that the council may need to invest in replacement litter pickers in the future.   

A special mention goes to a Local Parishioner, who, as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award, has collected in 3 months over 50 bags of rubbish from the Village and her work has been much appreciated in enhancing the appeal and appearance of Stokenchurch. The Parish Council are very grateful for her efforts and wishes her all the best for the future.  SPC will be delighted to authorise her efforts when required. 
 
23) Grass Mesh outside CJ’s  
Cllr Burnham suggested grasscrete as this area gets very slippery in wet weather and people have to walk in the road, but it needs to be laid in wet weather.  Council will need to establish if permitted to do this, as commons are protected.  Cllr Bays asked that the option to legally repurpose small areas of land could be looked into.  Cllr Baker reported that James Tunnard, Bucks CC, was previously not receptive to the idea, but the council will enquire.   

24) Play Equipment – Cricket Ground and Studley Green – recent review of equipment and forthcoming inspection  
Cllr Nuthall reported signification deterioration of play equipment in these areas.  After some discussion it was decided by the council that these areas should not be used and until taken out of action should be used at own risk.  Social media communication sent by Cllr Ramsden to inform the wider public.  Cllr Jenkinson will arrange appropriate signage.  Council to source a company that can dismantle 
 
25) Project updates  
Longburrow play area – Cllr Nuthall announced first response received on the playground project grants applied for which we have been successful in receiving £19,597.  Thank you to Cllr Nuthall for her work on this. 
Colour in the village – Ongoing, managed by Cllr O’Neill i.e planters, hanging baskets, etc.
New Parish Council website – Cllrs Nuthall and O’Neill have carried out a lot of work on this and the test website will be launched soon. 

26) MUGA Lights  
Despite Cllr Jenkinson’s multiple attempts, only one company has come forward to quote.  Present lights are obsolete, which may be the issue.  A Chesham-based lighting company can replace 3 floodlights with LED lights.  The larger lights still work, so a custom-built casing will be made.  Total cost: £1275 + VAT.  Proposed by Cllr Ramsden, seconded Cllr Young, all in favour.   
 
27) Street Lighting  
SPC hope that lighting issues have been sorted for now.  Old lamps will be updated as and when they need to be.  The Council only have a finite budget and has to work with that.  Precept could have been increased by the Council wanted to avoid that for the parish. 
 
28) Fleur Common post  
Thomas has advised that the post could be sunk further into the ground to enable low chassis cars to access for £300 plus VAT. Majority voted Council suggested asking Hellfire Car Club to contribute half. (Cllrs Bays & Turvey objected) Cllr Ramsden to action. 
 
29) Roof update  
The last lot of heavy rain has affected the storeroom, with water pouring in. There are electrics in the cupboard. The council voted to obtain a quote to fix.   
 
30) CCTV update - nothing to discuss. 
 
31) Marlow Road Cemetery  
This area was visited during the last litter pick.  The graveyard needs some tree work carrying out.  The litter pick identified unsavoury activity in the cemetery along with parishioners’ depositing garden waste etc.  Cllr Thomas will obtain a quote for the required works.  The land is owned by the Church, SPC maintain it so permission will need to be sought before anything can be done. Of note, SPC once had a map of every gravestone in the cemetery.  Cllr Nuthall will find it or source a replacement.  SPC are very keen to protect this cemetery in memory of the fallen. 
 
32) White Gates (at entrance/exit to the village) 
These need cleaning and maybe painting.  Cllr O’Neill offered to clean, but an outside source may also be required. 
 
33) Perry Pond 
This refers to the area previously mentioned in the open forum (Woodview).  SPC will enquire if legally allowed to sell this area.  Also to seek solicitor advice regarding the current lease, as the area is not being maintained by the leaseholder as per the lease conditions. 
 
Meeting concluded at 2144hrs.   
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